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GTO of the Month 
My GTO 
By Darrell and Tootie May 

 
In 1960 I brought a 1958 Pontiac Chieftain with Tri-Power an automatic, I 
changed it to a 4 speed after rebuilding the Automatic 3 times. Then in Nov. 
of 1964 I meet Tootie and we started dating, when we got engaged she said 
we need to get a different car as she could not keep the 58 Pontiac running. 
She would kill the engine and could not get it started again.   
  
So we went shopping for a new car, I was looking at a Grand Prix when my 
friend who was dating my sister drove up in a new GTO. So I gave it a test 
drive, so off I went to the dealer to price a GTO or a Grand Prix, the GTO 
won out as the price was about a $1000 cheaper, even though both cars 
would be equipped the same. 
So we ordered the GTO with 4 
speed , PS, PB, A/C, Lamp 
Group, Console, and AM/FM 
radio. Tootie liked the GTO 
color of Yellow but I talked her 
out of it.  The only reason for 
the am/fm radio was Columbia 
had a FM radio station at the 
time. The station carried all the 
local news, and that was impor-
tant to her.  This was to be our 
family car. We bought the GTO 
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in May of 1965 and I drove Tootie’s 1955 Red 
and White Chevy back and forth to work for  3 
weeks till the GTO came in, 
 
since we traded my 1958 in for the GTO.  We 
got married that August. About a month later I 
bought a 421 HO engine, that I was going to 
put in a 52 Pontiac I had.  Kids entered the 
world and that never happened. 
  
One rainy evening in 1968 coming home from 
work a car pulled out in  front of Tootie, she 
locked up the brakes and slid head on into a 
telephone pole. She found out they do not 
give.  I thought the GTO was going to be to-
taled; but her dad who was in the garage busi-
ness said that he would keep the cost down so 
the insurance company would not total the car, 
so that is what we did.  
  
In about 1972 or 73 while I was driving home 
from work, the radiator split open, since I was 
working a lot of overtime I parked the GTO in 

a spare garage that my father-in law had. Since 
I had other cars to drive I never got around to 
fix the radiator, and there it sat till around 1983 
when our oldest son started driving and he 
needed a car for after school actives. All three 
of our sons drove the GTO to high school. 
It  helped that almost every police office in 
Monroe County knew who the car belonged to 
and who their grandfather was, and there 
would be hell to pay if they did something 
wrong while driving the GTO.  
  
So sometime in the early 1980’s I decided to 
enter the GTO in the My-Fest car show in O-
Fallon, IL. There I meet Tony Bezzole and he 
gave me an application for the Gateway GTO 
club, I took it home and my wife said to fill it 
out, so I did. I drove it to many car club meet-
ings in the following years.  
  
Then in 2004 I decided to put together my 421 
HO engine that I had bought in 1965. We had 
met a couple at the Red Wing MN Conven-
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tion,  He was from N. Ft. Myers FL and told us 
to look him up when we took our vacation 
each winter in Ft. Myers.  He was a Ft. Myers 
fireman and on the side he ran a speed 
shop.  He kept telling us to bring our engine 
down and he would build it.  He hoped to get it 
done from Jan to March, but it took him longer 
and we did not get it back till the following 
year(2006), when we went down.  He has be-
come a great friend and each year I help him in 
his garage or just go out to eat with him and 
his guy friends, naturally it is all car talk. 
  
In 2008 I had Cee-Jay Auto Body give it a 
frame on restoration. A lot of people ask me 
how it came to pass that I kept the GTO all 

these years and I tell then it was a stroke of 
luck. I also have a hard time getting rid of cars 
and car parts , which also helped. 
  
When we went to Wichita GTO Convention 
2010 I entered the GTO in Concourse Modi-
fied Points Judging.  I just wanted to know 
how they judged cars.  I really did not think I 
would get an award, but was pleasantly sur-
prised that I got an award.  Tootie really was 
upset then I did not get bronze award.  She fig-
ured I would not get any award and she was 
rooting for me.  Well we were ecstatic when 
they called Darrell’s name for a SILVER 
AWARD.  What a great feeling. 
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The Presidents Scoop 
  By Mark Melrose 

 
 The 2013 car season is upon us in earnest. Members have already enjoyed several club 
social events this year including the Pizza Party in January and the Stars & Cars Gala Party 
in February. Easter Sunday brought us the first major vehicle-related event of the season – the 
Concours d’Elegance in Forest Park. For Gateway GTO this is a social event disguised as a 
car show. Between Arch/POCI and Gateway we had ten cars on the show field with most of 
us gathered around umbrella tables partaking of sandwiches, snacks and libations in the beau-
tiful weather. My appreciation to those who come out so early in the season to support the 
Gateway’s posture as one of the premier area car clubs. 
 
 April 12th marked our first 2013 North County Cruise Nite at our new club sponsor’s, 
Complete Auto Body, location in Hazelwood. I am very grateful to the dozen+ club members 
who brought out their cars in teeth-chattering temperatures and less than 48 hours after torna-
does had touched down in Hazelwood. Based on the club’s steadfast turnout and discussions 
with Complete AB’s General Manager, Kurt Barks, planning is underway to expand this event 
into a monthly major attraction in North County. These cruise nites may prove so popular that 
Gateway may also co-sponsor a large, trophy-class car show there this Fall. Many thanks to 
Bob and Kurt Barks of Complete Auto Body for their support of Gateway GTO. 
 
 Saturday, April 27th, is our Poker Run in Illinois from Alton to Pere Marquette Park. 
This event is designed and operated by longtime club treasurer Will Bowers. Will has put to-
gether many such events over the years and they are always well conceived and entertaining. 
Thanks Will. 
 
 June 23rd-24th are scheduled for another driving event – the Missouri River Cruise – 
created by past Gateway and current GTOAA topper Tom Oxler. We’ll travel country roads 
to Boonville, MO to tour the Clydesdale breeding farm, spend the night in a restored historic 
hotel and visit a winery on the next day’s return trip. Tom put together a Missouri Route 66 
overnight cruise a couple of years ago that was terrific – this year’s cruise promises to be at 
least as much fun. 
 
 Club Illinois VP Darrell May is working on still another club cruise for this Fall. Ya-
kov Smirnoff’s tag line is “What a country!” mine is “What a club!”. Thanks everyone for 
working so hard to create good times for the rest of us. 
 
 
 

For other upcoming area car shows & cruises see http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub/ 
 

Presidents Scoop 
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Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes 

GGTOA 
Minutes: 4/3/2013 

 

7:03PM – Meeting Start – Behlmann sponsor-
ship has ended. New sponsor Complete Auto-
body. Owner, Bob Barks was present at the 
meeting. He’s a big Pontiac guy. He currently 
has a Firebird project car. He’s excited to be 
involved in the club and we are very happy to 
have him. 

7:10PM – Old Business – Marty’s pinball 
event had 26 participants. Everyone had a 
great time. 

7:15PM – The Easter car show had a good 
turnout. Tom Oxler’s car got a ding at the 
McDonald’s parking lot. The Dick Tater dealt 
with the perp and all will be well soon. 

 7:19PM – New Business – Sky Music Lounge 
in Ballwin will have a music video shot there. 
They have asked Marty to bring out some 
GTOs for the shoot. 

7:22PM – We are ordering satin club jackets. 
If we get 15 or more jackets then the price will 
be $35.22. There are a wide range of colors 
available. There will also be new hats available 
soon. An e-mail will be sent for the jackets. 

7:25PM – The first North County Cruise Night 
will be on 4/12/13 at Complete Autobody 
(6041 North Lindbergh, Hazelwood MO). If 
cruise nights go well then we may try out a car 
show. 

7:33PM – Benefit BBQ at Lafayette High 
School on Clayton Road on 4/20. 

7:34PM – Club poker run on 4/27, meeting at 
Confluence Tower. There is no charge to enter 
the event. There will be seven stops. It ends at 
Pere Marquette. The best 5 of 7 cards in your 
hand can win $100. It starts at 1PM and will 
end around 5PM. Will needs RSVPs. 

7:38PM – Tail of the Dragon run 5/10-5/12. 
More info soon. 

7:39PM – Darrell and Tootie’s Illinois cruise 
will be held in the fall. Details to follow. 

7:41PM – Cobblestone Nationals on 5/27 at 
Fastlane Classic Cars. 

7:42PM – Tom is putting together an overnight 
cruise for June 22nd. It will travel down High-
way 50 to Jeff City and Warm Springs Ranch. 
He’ll need to know by May 1st who is inter-
ested in going. There will be a stay at The Fre-
derick Hotel. There is a block of rooms set 
aside that will remain available until May 
22nd. If we get 6 or more rooms the price will 
drop by 20%. 

7:51PM - GTOAA – Discussion on co-vention 
on July 7-13. Anyone who has already regis-
tered should be receiving their packets soon. 
Hotel rooms are becoming scarce, so make res-
ervations soon. Thursday will be chapter night 
at the Holiday Inn before the parking lot party. 

7:59PM – Chris Simmons picked up a GTO 
emblem shirt from either JEGS or Summit for 
$20. 

8:05PM – Jim McCarthy and his fiancé Mary 
will be married at the end of the month. 

8:07PM – Marine Fund fund raiser at Arnold 
Commons on May 4th and 5th. 

8:09PM – Motion to adjourn by Darrell May, 
Seconded by Earl Lewis. 

8:25PM – 50/50 drawing of $43 won by Mary 
Ann. 
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Easter Car Show in Forest Park 
By Mark Melrose 

 

 
 The 52nd Concours d’Elegance Car Show, sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club, 
was held on March 31st on the upper Muni parking lot in Forest Park. Club members the Bow-
ers’, Oxlers, Kiburz’, Schneiders and Melroses, along with Arch/POCI members the Lacavichs 
and Landmanns, began gathering at the McDonalds restaurant on Hampton at 8:00 AM. It was 
chilly and overcast with an additional cloud forming as a man leaving the restaurant banged the 
door of his 1961 Impala convertible into the side of the Oxlers’ 1966 GTO – leaving a pro-
nounced dent and chipping off paint. While something less than courtesies were exchange be-
tween the vehicle owners at the scene, the incident was resolved several days later to Tom’s sat-
isfaction. 
 
 A little after 9:00AM our group made its way to Forest Park and to our assigned parking 
spaces more quickly than I can remember over the past ten years I have participated. While the 
show field has slimmed in recent years, there were some beautiful vintage vehicles on display 
including 1930s Cadillacs, Lincolns, Packards, Fords, Chevrolets and Chryslers. Special inter-
est vehicles displayed included an original Chrysler Turbine Car along with a number of Mili-

Gateway GTO Activities 



THE HOOD SCOOP       7 

 

tary vehicles. Of particular interest was a restored 1943 Volkswagen-built German Army staff 
car and accompanying its display was an assortment of WWII German hardware – several ma-
chine guns including an 
M34, a box of “stick” gre-
nades, map cases, mess 
kits, gas cans, etc.  
 
 The lower Muni 
lot was filled to overflow 
with Hot Rods and all 
forms of modified vehi-
cles at the St. Louis Street 
Rod Association show. 
 

 At mid-morning it 
had become shirtsleeve 
weather as the sun dis-
placed the clouds and we 
began to enjoy ham & 
swiss sandwiches, snacks 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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and libations under umbrella tables. Owing to the beautiful weather, spectator turnout was in 
the thousands and while this turnout was great, the roads in Forest Park were choked with 
parked cars and resulted in almost an hour spent trying to leave the park. All-in-all another 
wonderful Easter Show with some absolutely dazzling and very rare vehicles displayed in beau-
tiful weather and a relaxing Easter social/car event for club members. 

 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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North County Cruse Night 2.0 
By Chris Winslow 

 

 For the 2013 car season, Gateway GTO is pleased to introduce a new lead sponsor and 
new location for the North County Cruise Nights.  Our new sponsor is Complete Auto Body 
located at 6041 North Lindbergh Blvd in Hazelwood near the intersection of Lindbergh Blvd 
and McDonnell Blvd, across from the old Ford assembly plant location.  Our new sponsor has 
several charities of choice including Responder Rescue and Backstoppers. 
 
 The dates and times for the North County Cruise nights remain the same this year.  The 
events occur on the second Friday of each month and run from 6:00 to 9:00pm.   
 
 The inaugural North County Cruise Night at Complete Autobody occurred Friday April 
12th.  The weather 
was remarkably cold 
and overcast for the 
middle of April, but 
despite the weather 
and the new location, 
the turnout was out-
standing.  Because of 
the cold temps, many 
of us spent a fair 
amount of time 
checking out the 
lobby of Complete 

Gateway GTO Activities 
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Auto Body.  Of course, 
there were also some 
great cars to check out, 
so we spent a lot of time 
braving the cold to look 
at the cars. 
 
 As has become 
standard for North 
County Cruise Nights, 
President Melrose was 
doing double duty of 

both coordinating the event and 
acting as the DJ.  Complete Auto 
Body also got into the act manning 
a table with T-Shirts, mangets, and 
flyers. 
 
 Plans for the next North 
County Cruise Nights are under-
way including working to arrange 
for food and beverage service at 
future events.  So, if you missed it 

this month, see 
you there next 
month.  
 
  

Gateway GTO Activities 
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Do you have a favorite picture of your car but the background doesn't work? Perhaps there is a 
tree or telephone pole sticking out of your car or people have walked into the frame as you were 
taking the shot. There is a company that has the answer to your problem. www.dimostra.com 
offers the studio effect without going to the studio and using a professional photographer. 
 
The business was started by my cousin's son in law a few years ago. David Nawrocki is a 
graduate of Ball State University and started out in the landscape architect business. Always 
being a car guy he decided to incorporate his computer skills with his passion for cars and a 
business was born. Dave makes the rounds to various car events including the Mecum and Bar-
rett-Jackson Auctions. He sets up a very impressive display, flashing before and after photos 
using his studio effect technique on large flat screen TV's. Most recently, he was setup at the 
Barrett-Jackson Auction in Palm Beach Florida. 
 
Dave has expanded his service from individual work to corporations using the studio effect on 
motorcycles and airplanes. In addition, he is able to incorporate multiple views of your car, or 
several different cars, into the same picture. The website provides a great overview of his ser-
vices; as well as, photographic tips. Generally, it is best to take the picture at a fairly low angle 
to obtain the proper reflection impact. He is also able to adjust the tint to ensure you are getting 
the proper color. 
 
Shown below are pictures of my 1964 convertible that Dave prepared for me. The cost of the 
basic service is 49.95. This includes a digital version of your picture with the studio effect. 
There are various print options available for an additional fee. Dave has offered group discounts 
on the printing as follows: 
 
If 5 people purchase a Studio Effect at $49.95 each, he will give a 25% discount on any print. If 
over 10 people purchase a Studio Effect at $49.95, there will be an additional 30% discount on 
any print. 
 
 
Pricing: 
 
8” x 10” Print $12.95 + $8.00 Shipping 
16” x 20” Print $49.95 + $8.00 Shipping 
18” x 36” Print $69.95 + $12.00 Shipping 
2’ x 4’ Print $149.95 + $12.00 Shipping 
2’ x 4’ Canvas Gallery Wrap $398.95+ $40.00 Shipping 
3’ x 9’ Vinyl Banner $398.95 + $12.00 Shipping 
32” x 22” Framed Print $589.95 + $40.00 Shipping 
10’ x 8’ Wall Mural $898.95 + $80.00 Shipping 
 
If you are interested in the studio effect for your car, please contact me at wwbdsb@yahoo.com 
or Dave directly through his website.  www.dimostra.com 
 
 

Studio Effects 



THE HOOD SCOOP       13 

 
Studio Effects 



THE HOOD SCOOP       14 

 



THE HOOD SCOOP       15 

 



THE HOOD SCOOP       16 

 



THE HOOD SCOOP       17 

 

 



THE HOOD SCOOP       18 

 
2013 GATEWAY GTO 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
May 1 GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 10 North County Cruise Night on the 2nd Friday of each month April-October at Complete Autobody 
  6041 N. Lindbergh, Hazelwood Mo  (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 11 JJ’s Cruises at 1215 S. Duschene in St. Charles  second Saturday of the month April-October 
 
 27 24th  Annual Cobblestone Nationals at Fast Lane Classic Cars  
 
June 1 St. Charles Heritage Museum Car Show, 1630 Heritage Landing, St. Peters, MO 63303 (at Rts. 364 
  &94) 10AM-2PM.  (CLUB SPONSORED)  
 
 5 GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 8 JJ’s Cruises at 1215 S. Duschene in St. Charles  second Saturday of the month April-October 
 
 14 North County Cruise Night on the 2nd Friday of each month April-October at Complete Autobody 
  6041 N. Lindbergh, Hazelwood Mo  (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 21-23 All GM-Nationals in Carlisle, PA. See www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/gm-nationals/ for details  
 
 22-23 Gateway GTO Missouri River Cruise to Boonville, MO. Warm Springs (Clydesdale) Ranch Tour, optional  
  overnight stay at the Historic Frederick Hotel in Boonville.  RSVP and questions to Tom & Terrie Oxler  
  toxler@prodigy.net.  (CLUB SPONSORED) 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 
 
  

Gateway GTO Classifieds 
 

 

http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/gm-nationals/�
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net�
http://www.gatewaygto.org/�
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CAR 

Auto ● Home ●Life●Business 
1309 Caulks Hill Rd 
St. Charles, MO 63304 
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932 
Fax: 636-441-2482 

elewis@farmersagent.com 

Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers 
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/ 

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years. 
Service and advice is his #1 priority. 

Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home. 

LIFE 

HOME 

BUSINESS 

mailto:elewis@farmersagent.com�
http://www.farmersagent.com/elewis/�
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Mark Melrose Kerry Friedman 
151 Plant Avenue 11580 State Road WW 
Webster Groves Mo 63119 Dittmer, MO 63023 
314-968-3106 573-678-2353 
mjmelrose@aol.com           kfriedman@hughes.net  
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Darrell May  Will Bowers  
829 N. Metter  #1 Goshen Woods  
Columbia Il 62236  Edwardsville IL. 62025      
618-281-5884  618-659-0429  
dpmay@htc.net  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Brian O’Sullivan  Steve Hedrick  
10537 St. Phillip Lane 3676 Morgan Way  
St. Anne, MO 63074  Imperial Mo. 63152      
314-2257240 636-942-4020  
bosullivan@hunter.com shedrick@aol.com  
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Terry Oxler Marty Howard  
450 Muirfield Dr.  7 Newcastle CT  
St. Charles Mo. 63304  St. Charles Mo. 63301      
636-928-5548  636-724-8641  
toxler@prodigy.net  nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow (Acting)  Chris Winslow  
44 Marcus Drive  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Peters Mo. 63376  St. Peters Mo. 63376      
636-939-2770  636-939-2770  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Charles Mo 63304  St. Peters MO 63376      
636-441-3141  636-937-2770  
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Wednesday of the month at J. J.’s Restau-
rant, 1215 S. Duchesne Rd, St. Charles, Mo.  63301.  

Membership dues are $35.00 per year and all renewals 
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are al-
lowed to have one associate member.  

Club Sponsor 

820 McDonnell Blvd.   314-895-1600  
Hazelwood Mo. 63042   1-800-892-8267  

www.behlmann.com 

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the 
GTO Association of America 

The Gateway GTO Association 
 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

mailto:mjmelrose@aol.com�
mailto:kfriedman@hughes.net�
mailto:dpmay@htc.net�
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com�
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com�
mailto:shedrick@aol.com�
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net�
mailto:nycgto@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:bob@blattels.com�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
http://www.behlmann.com/�
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1948 A Sidney Street 
St. Louis, MO 63104 
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