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Gateway GTO Club Information
The  Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in 

the  summer  of  1984  by  a group of seven. They all had a 
common  interest  in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac 
GTO. As a form of communication we publish   a monthly 
newsletter  called “The Hood Scoop”. The purpose of this 
newsletter   is   to   keep   our   members   informed   of   all 
upcoming  activities as well as providing  interesting  event 
coverage.  The club meets every first  Wednesday of  the
month at  Culpeppers Restaurant St. Charles Mo. 3010
West Clay 636-916-3105

Membership dues are $20.00 per year and all
renewals are required to be paid by December 31st. 
You are allowed to have one associate member.

Club Sponsors

820 McDonnell Blvd.   314-895-1600
Hazelwood Mo. 63042       1-800-892-8267

www.behlmann.com

The  Hood  Scoop is published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on
past, present, and future events.
___________________________________

Gateway GTO Association Meetings
Are held monthly. Dates, times, and locations are
listed  in  the Upcoming  Events section of the
newsletter.
_____________________________

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album
If you have photos of past events or if you take
pictures of future events that you think would be
good for our Photo Album, please put your name 
and date and a description of the event on the back 
and send them to the Photo Album Editor.
_____________________________

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the
GTO Association of America 
http/www.gtoaa.org

Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members, add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon  submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). 
Classified ads up to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 
per issue. Advertising rates are: full page $25.00, 1/2 page 
$15.00,
1/4  page  $7.00  for  three  (3)  months  running  time.  Pay- 
ment  is  due  upon  submission,  discount  of  10%  for  one 
year  pre-paid. Acceptance is at the sole discretion of the 
editor. All ads should be submitted to Don Bright by the 
10th of the month. 

Visit us at www.gatewaygto.com



Gateway GTO Association Ads

Literature:
1964-1972 GTO Restoration Guides
New from club store  $15.00
Contact Chris Simmons @ 636-456-3653

GTO Mugs: 
1 complete set of GTO Mugs 64 – 73 new in box 
$110.00 call Tony Bezzole @ 314-878-6892

Die Cast:
GMP 1:18 Die-Cast GTOs – 1970 Black Judge,
1972 Red GTO, 1971 Tropical Lime GTO
1970  Blue Judge each $89.
1970 Triple Black convertible $350. plus shipping
Contact Harry Smelcer 636-230-6120

Trans Am Parts:
1977 and up
Contact John Novelli @ 636-925-9916 or
314-495-0332 e-mail gto6472@yahoo.com

Discount Code: E841D02151C4 
Order online at 

www.RockAuto.com
24 hours a day

very very affordable prices

Lionel Trains
American   Flyer Marx. Ho-N-G Gauge, 
Rail  road.  Books  and  memorabilia,  Free 
appraisals.
Contact John Novelli @ 636-925-9916 or
  314-495-0332

Tony’s Carburetor Rebuilding
Call Tony Bezzole between 9am-1pm
@ 314-878-6892

ABC DJ Productions
All  types  of  occasions  from  weddings  to 
retirement parties. Disc Jockey & Karaoke. 
Contact:
Mobile Marty Howard @ 636-724-8641

Cee-Jay Auto Body
ASE & I-CAR Certified shop
2123 East 23rd Street
Granite City Il.
Contact Cecil Morton@618-452-9553

Card Services Inc.
#13 Hawks Nest Plaza
St. Charles Mo.
Contact Craig Glenn @ 636-946-9892

Painting, Pin striping and Restorations
Contact Pat Loy @ 314-550-8745



The President Scoop 

Hi everyone, well it was great to see many of you at the meeting this month. I 
spoke to the manager and we will try to rearrange things slightly to see if we 
can squeeze a few more tables in our meeting room. 

We are well into September and summer is winding down. As most of you 
know, we are heading straight into some great cruising time. So, don’t put 
that GTO away for the winter just yet. Please head over to the web site and 
check the calendar for the next event. I know we have a few thing planned 
for this month I hope you can make it out to them. One very important event 
coming up is the club picnic on Sept 24. This park is a family friendly park; 
you will enjoy the friends, food and GTOs. There is plenty of parking right in 
front of the pavilion and you can keep an eye on your baby the whole time. 
Your Officers will be there to cook for you; we do ask that you bring a 
covered dish of your liking. The club will furnish the rest. Please come out 
and have a great time. 

On another note, we are asking for nomination for officers, as many of you 
know I have been President for a few years. I have enjoyed watching the club 
grow and being a part of that. I do think there are some members that can 
take this club even further. I think it is always good to bring about changes; 
you can always use a new experience. I hope you will give this some serious 
thought and join in making this club greater than it has ever been. 

Ok, I want to remind everyone also that the prom is coming, are you ready? 
Have you asked your date yet? I hope you are planning to attend. This is 
going to be fun. I hope to see you there. Yes, I have a date. I think!

Well, get those GTOs out and enjoy the rest of the driving year. I will be 
having some fun the next couple of months. With two GTOs to drive, they 
both need equal attention.  Oh, and start planning your winter projects now. 
Those big boxes of parts take time to ship. I have a few in work as always. 

Hope to see you cruisen in your GTO soon.

Steve Hedrick 



 

 

 

 
 

GATEWAYGTO PICNIC 

 
September 24th 

 
Vago Park 

 
NOON 

 

Fee Fee Road and Midland Avenue 
 

Bring a covered dish of your liking 
 

The club will furnish the rest 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Gateway GTO Association 
Club Meeting Minutes 

September 6, 2006 

The meeting was called to order by  Steve Hedrick at 7:12PM and conducted at Culpepper’s Restaurant in 
St. Charles. Other officers in attendance were Tom Oxler, Cecil Morton, Will Bowers, Mark Melrose and 
Joyce Nettle. 

Steve announced that in addition to duties as Web Mistress, Joyce Nettle has agreed to take over from Don 
Bright as Newsletter Editor. 

All members are asked to check their Roster listing on the club website to be sure all info is current – 
especially email addresses.  Please notify Joyce Nettle of any changes. 

Club chairs ($25/each) and new hats ($17/each)are available from Steve. 

A tentative Club Activity List was handed out and after general discussion the following activities and 
dates were confirmed (see club newsletter for a complete listing of club sponsored events): 

SEPTEMBER: 

Scheduled for 9/16, the St.Louis Muscle Car Tour will probably not be held.  No-one from St. 
Louis Novas Club showed at July Tour and no-one has been able to reach that club to confirm. 

Arch-POCI Wagner Buick-Pontiac-GMC display on 9/16 at Bellville, IL 

Kirkwood Greentree Festival Car Show on 9/17/06 – see Mark Obukowitz 

Arch-POCI Club picnic on 9/17 at McDonnell Park 

Route 66 Festival at Springfield, IL on 9/22-9/24.  Cecil and Annette said 4 rooms of the club’s 
block of 12 remain available – contact them or see website for details (Club-sponsored event) 

Peach of a Car Show on 9/23 at Washington, MO  

Club Picnic at Vago Park (same pavilion) on 9/24.  Club to furnish meats and drinks, members to 
bring a side dish or dessert (Club-sponsored event) 

American Roadhouse Car Show at Warrenton Outlet Mall on 9/30 (Club-sponsored event) 

OCTOBER:

Show Up & Show Off benefit for Bill Chapman on 10/1 at South County Hooters 

GGTOA Southern Illinois Cruise (rained-out in April) on 10/7 – see Cecil Morton for details 
(Club-sponsored event) 

Louisiana Colorfest Cruise and Car Show on 10/21 – meet at Bob Evans (Mid-Rivers Mall & I-70 
at 8:30AM to leave at 9:00AM (Club-sponsored event) 

Prom Night at the St. Charles KofC Hall on 10/28 Can wear period dress, bring your GTO, dinner 
with beer & setups included, cash bar and BYOB, brings friends (couples) – see Oxlers for details 
(Club-sponsored event) 



NOVEMBER: 

Hidden Lake Wine Cruise on 11/4 – details to follow (Club-sponsored event) 

DECEMBER:

Club Christmas Party on 12/8 at Hawken House – details to follow (Club-sponsored event) 

In other business: 

Club Business Cards, Points System Rules and Submission Forms along with copies of the Club 
Constitution and By-Laws are available to all members through Mark Melrose. 

See Steve for info on local Haulmark  Trailer dealer. 

Due to the club “packing in” members at the monthly business meetings we need to decide 
whether to stay at Culpepper’s or look elsewhere.  All agreed that meeting space, food and safe 
parking are prime considerations.  Shauna Wollmershauser mentioned one of Shafly’s two locations 
as possibilities.  Tom Oxler asked all members to consider and state preferences. 

Marty Howard gave a presentation on the new Grand Prix Speedways location in Earth City.  The 
Speedways features electric-powered mini race cars that can run to 40 mph on two separate tracks 
with six possible configurations.  Marty talked about racing, rules, costs, etc.  The place has 
meeting rooms, features catering and will eventually have two restaurants.  Could be considered 
for club meetings depending on cost, parking safety, etc.  Flyers were handed out – see Marty for 
details.

It is now the time of year to begin the process of electing officers for next year.  Article VII of the 
Club Constitution outlines officer requirements.  Section 5 of the Club By-Laws outlines the 
Nomination and Election processes, Section 6 describes the Duties of the Club Officers (see 
Constitution and By-Laws for complete details): 

1. Nominations shall be made by mail-in forms enclosed with the September and 
October newsletter and are to be returned to Will Bowers before the November 
meeting.  Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the October meeting.  
(Be certain your nominee is willing to serve) 

2. Officers shall be elected by ballot enclosed with the November newsletter and are to 
be returned to Will Bowers with results to be announced at the December meeting 

Cecil Morton talked about his health and recent procedure to remove a tumor found in his colon.  
He looks good and said he feels good and is confident in a positive prognosis. 

50-50 drawing was good for $36 to the winner Brian O’Sullivan.   

Next meeting is called for 7:00PM on Wednesday, 10/4/06 at Culpepper’s (I-70 at Zumbehl Rd.) 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:24PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted September 12, 2006, 
Mark J. Melrose 
GGTOA Secretary   



Gateway GTO Association 
Participation Points Submission 

August 2006 

NAME:  __________________________________

Gateway GTO Sponsored Events: 

8/2//06 Club Meeting:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

8/4/06-8/6/06 Ames Tri-Power Nationals:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

8/12//06 Hazelwood Drive-In:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

8/26/06 Arch-POCI Drive-In:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

GTOAA Sponsored Events – Be sure to indicate wGTO or w/oGTO for each entry: 
(GTOAA Nationals, GTOAA Regionals, etc.) 

Gateway GTO Non-Sponsored Events – Be sure to indicate wGTO or w/oGTO for 
each entry:  (JJ’s, POCI Nationals, Fenton Criuse, etc.) 

Other Activities: (Event Helper, Hood Scoop Article, Sponsor New Member, etc. -- See 
Gateway GTO Association Participation Points System 01/06 Rev.) 

Submit ONE completed form for each month within 30 days of month end to: 

Mark Melrose 
151 Plant Ave. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119-3046 
Phone: 314-968-3106 
FAX: 314-968-5391 
Email: mjmelrose@aol.com

Use Reverse Side If Additional Space is Required



Gateway GTO Club 
2006 Events

SEPTEMBER:
 1st-3rd PONTIAC RENDEZVOUS  Sikeston MO all Pontiac Drags, Swap Meet, Car Show
 6th GTO MEETING Culpeppers St Charles 7pm
 9th JJ'S CRUISE   4 - 10 PM
  10th WHEELS IN MOTION 9-4  call Jan 314-9211590
  16th POCI WAGNER BUICK  11am  4400 N. Belt Belleville IL 
 17th POCI PICNIC  McDonnell Park
     17th                       GREEN TREE KIRKWOOD SHOW www.ci.kirkwood.mo.us/parks/Greentree%20Festival/GT2006htm.htm 

22nd - 24th ROUTE 66 SPRINGFIELD IL www.route66fest.com meet Chain of Rocks Bridge Parking lot MO side 9am
  23rd ST LOUIS MUSCLE CAR TOU http://www.stlnovas.org/SLMT/St_Louis_Muscle_Tour.html
 23rd WASHINGTON MO CAR SHOW  9 - 4 Fairgrounds $20.00 Awards 4pm
 24th GATEWAYGTO PICNIC Vago Park, NOON Fee Fee Road and Midland Avenue 

     24th                        FALL SWAP MEET I-55 Raceway PEVELY MO  Gates open at 7am
 30th AMERICAN ROADHOUSE CAR SHOW WARRENTON Outlet Mall

OCTOBER:
 1st SHOW UP & SHOW OFF South County Hooters (Bill Chapman benefit) 9 - 2
 4th GTO MEETING Culpeppers St Charles 7pm
       7th                         SOUTHERN ILL CRUISE
 14th JJ'S CRUISE   4 - 10 PM 
 14th EPC'S CLASSIC CAR FEST   I-70 & Cave Springs  9 - 4 
 21st LOUISIANA MO COLORFEST CAR SHOW  9-12 awards 3:30pm call 636-9161956  
 meet at Bob Evens-Mid Rivers@8:30
 22nd POCI WINE RUN
 28th PROM NIGHT 6:30 - 11:30 

NOVEMBER:
 1st GTO MEETING Culpeppers St Charles 7pm 
 4th HIDDEN LAKE WINE CRUISE  meet at Will Bower’s 10 – 10:30, 1 Goshen Woods, Edwardsville, IL  618-6590429 

DECEMBER:
 8th HOLIDAY PARTY  7pm  Hawken House



 

 
 

Official Gateway GTO Officer Nomination Form 
For 2006-2007 

This is the official nomination form that must be filled out 
and mailed to Will Bowers 

 
Only this form will be accepted 

 
 

    Present officers  Nominations 

President: Steve Hedrick _________________ 

Vice Pres Mo.: Tom Oxler _________________ 

Vice Pres Il.: Cecil Morton _________________ 

Secretary: Mark Melrose  _________________ 

Treasurer: Will Bowers                 _________________ 

Chapter Rep.: Jim Kiburz _________________ 

Only one vote per member please.  

Must be returned by November 1 2006 
 Mail To: 

Will Bowers 
#1 Goshen Woods 
Edwardsville, IL 62025 
 

 
PRINT THIS PAGE 



PROM NIGHT 

I am taking the worry out of what kind of 
corsage  you will need to purchase for 
your date for prom, i.e., what kind of 
flower, what color, will it match her 
dress?

SILK DAISY WRIST CORSAGES will 
be available the night of prom for the 
fantastic price of $5!  That’s right, only 
$5!

Daisy corsages were “the thing” in the 
60s and since we will all be “Groovin in 
the 60s”, it is only fitting that you give 
your date a remembrance of the evening.
Surprise her with your thoughtfulness!

HOWEVER, you will need to call or e-
mail me that you want to purchase one so 
I will have enough available!  Please do 
so as soon as possible! 



DRIVE IN MOVIE CRUISE 
Belleville, IL 

We all met at the Wal-Mart on Telegraph Rd in South County around 6:00 and headed out for 
Sonic in Belleville at 6:30. There was a great turn out despite the prediction of rain. There were no rain 
clouds in sight. It seemed that the same time we decided to leave the lot so did the shoppers at Wal-
Mart. The group got split up and ended up as a few groups. I hope everyone made it but I have a 
feeling we lost at least one.  

We arrived at the Sonic and some ordered meals while others ordered malts or other drinks. I 
thought we might overwhelm Sonic but that didn’t happen. Sonic handled everyone just fine. I didn’t 
get a chance to count all the cars but there were a lot. 

We then headed to the drive inn. Most of us went to see,
ACCEPTED, comedy about some kids starting their own college, South Harmon School of 
Technology (SHIT), for the unaccepted to any other college kids. 
TALLADEGA NIGHTS: THE  BALLAD of RICKY BOBBY, comedy and sports. Lots of racing 
and lots of laughs. 

Some went to see the other movie, 
SNAKES on a PLANE, Action/ Adventure/ Suspense/ Horror /Thriller about what else, snakes on a 
plane.
PULSE, Suspense/ Horror /Thriller about wireless tech and a connection to a world beyond that could 
mean end of life.  

Vic attempted to write down Gateway Members present, this is what he came up with, 
Steve, Tammy, Lucas, Krista, and Justin (Krista’s boyfriend), Mark Melrose, Tom Oxler, Mark 
Obukowicz, Brian and Amy O’Sullivan and Chris Bermudo, Darrell and Tootie May, Buzz and Vicki 
Simpson, Don Bright and Gina Wanick, Warren, Sherri, Justin and Kasey Schaffer, Bob and Becky 
Ploof, Frank and Cheryl Chapman, and Vic and Joyce Nettle.

It was a beautiful night, no rain. 
On the way home we happened to pass Mark Obukowicz. We waved, he honked. We saw a 

GTO come out of what we thought was a gas station, I thought it might be Mark Melrose. Shortly after 
we got onto 255 South this car came up on us really fast. Vic sped up and caught up and passed doing 
125mph.  Any guess who it was? Yes it was Mark Melrose. We stayed together slowing down to the 
speed limit only when spotting the red lights, on the other side of the highway. Before Vic got off the 
Telegraph Rd. exit we passed Steve and Tammy.  

I guess TALLADEGA NIGHTS was a bad influence.

Joyce





GRAND PRIX 
by HOLDEN 

Keeping to the tire tracks of the Pontiac GTO, General Motors’s Australian outpost wants to 
export its new rear-drive V-8 sport sedan to the U.S. as the next Pontiac Grand Prix.
 GM’s Australian division, Holden, launched its all-new Commodore in July, the first vehicle 
based on GM’s rear-drive Zeta architecture to go into production. The Commodore has been Australia’s 
biggest selling car for the past decade, but Holden is increasingly relying on exports to ensure that local 
production of its large sedan remains viable. 
 The car Holden proposes as the next Grand Prix is based on the new Holden Commodore SS-V, 
which is powered by GM’s new 6.0-liter Vortec V-8 with 362 horses and 390 pound-feet of torque, 
available with six-speed manual or six-speed automatic transmissions and running on 19-inch wheels. 
Holden shipped a Commodore SS-V, the performance flagship of the new Holden range, to Detroit for a 
strategy board meeting with high-level GM executives in early August. 
 The American boss of Holden, Denny Mooney, told Australian media at the launch of the new 
Commodore that Holden could help with GM’s plans to take Pontiac all rear-drive. “I think if you talk to 
anyone at Pontiac, he’d tell you he’d love a rear-drive performance Grand Prix. The SS-V would make a 
great Pontiac. But I’m not going to oversell this thing. We’re going to send these cars over there and let 
them speak for themselves.” 
 The SS-V will be driven by GM chairman Rick Wagoner and global product chief Bob Lutz, 
among others. They also will drive a luxury, long-wheelbase version of the Commodore, sold as a 
Holden Caprice in Australia. Holden had planned to export the new Caprice to the U.S. as a Buick (the 
design and engineering were finalized more than a year ago), but those plans were scrapped when GM 
focused its energy toward a new range of SUVs in North America. 
 Holden hasn’t given up hope of exporting the Holden Caprice to the U.S., but it may now not be 
sold as a Buick. In Australia, the Caprice, which rolls on a 118.5-inch wheelbase—some 4.0 inches 
longer than the standard Commodore—is available with a 261-horse version of the 3.6-liter high-feature 
V-6 as well as the 362-horse V-8. Standard transmission is GM’s new 6L80E six-speed automatic, also 
used in the Cadillac STS and C6 Corvette. 
• joshua dowling 

Joshua Dowling is motoring editor of The Sydney Morning Herald 
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