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Gateway GTO Club Information
The  Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in 

the  summer  of  1984  by  a group of seven. They all had a 
common  interest  in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac 
GTO. As a form of communication we publish   a monthly 
newsletter  called “The Hood Scoop”. The purpose of this 
newsletter   is   to   keep   our   members   informed   of   all 
upcoming  activities as well as providing  interesting  event 
coverage.  The club meets every first  Wednesday of  the
month at  Culpeppers Restaurant St. Charles Mo. 3010
West Clay 636-916-3105

Membership dues are $20.00 per year and all
renewals are required to be paid by December 31st. 
You are allowed to have one associate member.

Club Sponsors

820 McDonnell Blvd.   314-895-1600
Hazelwood Mo. 63042       1-800-892-8267

www.behlmann.com

The  Hood Scoop is published as an informative news 
bulletin to keep our members up to date on past, 
present, and future events. 

Gateway GTO Association Meetings Are held monthly.
Dates, times, and locations are listed  in  the Upcoming
Events section of the newsletter.

_____________________________

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album
If you have photos of past events or if you take 
pictures of future events that you think would be good
for our Photo Album, please put your name and date 
and a description of the event on the back and send them 
to the Photo Album Editor.

_____________________________

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the 

GTO Association of America 

http/www.gtoaa.org 

Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members, add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon  submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). 
Classified ads up to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 
per issue. Advertising rates are: full page $25.00, 1/2 page 
$15.00, 1/4  page  $7.00  for  three  (3)  months  running  time.
Payment  is  due  upon  submission,  discount  of  10%  for  one
year  pre-paid. Acceptance is at the sole discretion of the
editor. All ads should be submitted to the editor by the 
10th of the month.

Visit us at www.gatewaygto.com



Gateway GTO Association Ads

Literature:
1964-1972 GTO Restoration Guides
New from club store  $15.00
Contact Chris Simmons @ 636-456-3653

GTO Mugs: 
1 complete set of GTO Mugs 64 – 73 new in box 
$110.00 call Tony Bezzole @ 314-878-6892

Die Cast:
GMP 1:18 Die-Cast GTOs – 1970 Black Judge,
1972 Red GTO, 1972 Gold GTO, 1971 Tropical
Lime each $89.
1970 Blue Judge convertible $109.
Will trade for a 1970 Orbit Orange Judge or a
1971 White Judge.
Contact Harry Smelcer 636-230-6120

Trans Am Parts:
1977 and up
Contact John Novelli @ 636-925-9916 or
314-495-0332 e-mail gto6472@yahoo.com

Discount Code: E841D02151C4 
Order online at 

www.RockAuto.com
24 hours a day

very very affordable prices

Lionel Trains
American   Flyer Marx. Ho-N-G Gauge, 
Rail  road.  Books  and  memorabilia,  Free 
appraisals.
Contact John Novelli @ 636-925-9916 or
  314-495-0332

Tony’s Carburetor Rebuilding
Call Tony Bezzole between 9am-1pm
@ 314-878-6892

ABC DJ Productions
All  types  of  occasions  from  weddings  to 
retirement parties. Disc Jockey & Karaoke. 
Contact:
Mobile Marty Howard @ 636-724-8641

Cee-Jay Auto Body
ASE & I-CAR Certified shop
2123 East 23rd Street
Granite City Il.
Contact Cecil Morton@618-452-9553



Gateway GTO Association 
Club Meeting Minutes 

October 4, 2006 

The meeting was called to order by  Steve Hedrick at 7:10PM and conducted at Culpepper’s Restaurant in 
St. Charles. Other officers in attendance were Will Bowers, Mark Melrose, Jim Kiburz and Joyce Nettle. 

All members are asked to check their Roster listing on the club website to be sure all info is current – 
especially email addresses.  Please notify Joyce Nettle of any changes. 

Club chairs ($25/each) and new hats ($17/each) are still available from Steve.  Steve also mentioned the 
possibility of having embroidered club patches made.   

A tentative Club Activity List was handed out and after general discussion the following activities and 
dates were confirmed (see club newsletter for a complete listing of club sponsored events): 

OCTOBER:

Show Up & Show Off benefit for Bill Chapman on 10/1 at South County Hooters 

Last Fenton Car Show of the season at New Life Center 10/6 on Hwy 30 about 2 miles south of I-
270.  Gates for display cars open at 4PM. 

GGTOA Southern Illinois Cruise (rained-out in April) on 10/7 – see Cecil Morton for details 
(Club-sponsored event) 

Louisiana Colorfest Cruise and Car Show on 10/21 – meet at Bob Evans (Mid-Rivers Mall & I-70 
at 8:30AM to leave at 9:00AM (Club-sponsored event) 

Arch-POCI Wine Cruise to Villa Antonio Winery in Hillsboro on 10/22 – meet at Dierburgs just
south of  I-270 on Tesson Ferry by 10AM. 

Prom Night at the St. Charles KofC Hall on 10/28 Can wear period dress, bring your GTO, dinner 
with beer & setups included, cash bar and BYOB, brings friends (couples) – see Oxlers for details 
(Club-sponsored event) 

NOVEMBER: 

Hidden Lake Wine Cruise on 11/4 – meet at the Bowers’ residence by 10AM (Club-sponsored 
event) 

DECEMBER:

Club Christmas Party on 12/8 at Hawken House – details to follow (Club-sponsored event) 

In other business: 

Club Business Cards, Points System Rules and Submission Forms along with copies of the Club 
Constitution and By-Laws are available to all members through Mark Melrose. 

Steve floated the idea of have “Tech Sessions” at club meetings featuring a speaker on a tech issue 
encountered on a new or old GTO.  Steve talked about his rear drive shaft yoke vibration problem 
– cause and solution.  It was generally agreed that a “Tech Session” would be a good added 



feature at meetings.  Mike Bien mentioned that the session discussions could subsequently appear 
in the club newsletter (as did his write-up for ’04-‘06s) and/or on the website.  We need someone 
to co-ordinate the sessions – Tom Oxler would be a likely candidate. 

Steve talked with Matt Heimerdinger (sp?) about the Gateway GTO Yahoo Group on the internet 
and has decided to resurrect the group – it seems to have fallen into disuse in recent months. 

Steve floated the idea of Gateway GTO becoming more active in supporting charities – by 
sponsoring charity events or just attending/displaying at existing events.  He also asked if the club 
should designate a member to develop/pursue possibilities.  Nothing was decided. 

Discussion continued from last month concerning possible venues for club meetings.  There was 
more discussion about Grand Prix Speedways.  Since we have only stretched Culpepper’s 
facilities a couple of times, could add some seating to the room and have not yet had an overflow 
problem it was decided to re-up at Culpepper’s for 2007.  There was discussion about continuing 
to evaluate GP Speedways for an off-season racing session or other activity.  Club needs a 
member to ramrod this situation – possibly Marty Howard as he will continue talking with GP 
Speedways. 

Also due to our growing membership, the club needs to find a new venue for the Pizza Party – we 
were bursting at the seams at last year’s location.  Recommendations/decisions yet to be made. 

GTO Class winners at the American Roadhouse show on 10/1: 
o 1st – Don Bright 
o 2nd – John Kehrein 
o 3rd –Ray Brunkhorst 

GTO Class winners at the Chapman/Hooters show on 10/2: 
o 1st – Don Bright 
o 2nd – Steve Hedrick 
o 3rd – Chris Winslow 

Vic Nettle’s ’78 Phoenix took 2nd place in the Popular Vote Class at the Chapman/Hooters show 

50-50 drawing was good for $32 to the winner Ray Brunkhorst.   

Next meeting is called for 7:00PM on Wednesday, 11/1/06 at Culpepper’s (I-70 at Zumbehl Rd.) 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:19PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted September 12, 2006, 
Mark J. Melrose 
GGTOA Secretary   



Gateway GTO Association 
Participation Points Submission 

September 2006 

NAME:  __________________________________

Gateway GTO Sponsored Events: 

9/6//06 Club Meeting:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

9/22-9/24/06 Route 66 Festival:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

9/24/06 Club Picnic:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

9/30/06 American Roadhouse/Warrenton:  wGTO ______ w/oGTO ______

Other GTOAA Sponsored Events – Be sure to indicate wGTO or w/oGTO for each 
entry: (GTOAA Nationals, GTOAA Regionals, etc.) 

Gateway GTO Non-Sponsored Events – Be sure to indicate wGTO or w/oGTO for 
each entry:  (JJ’s, POCI Nationals, Fenton Criuse, etc.) 

Other Activities: (Event Helper, Hood Scoop Article, Sponsor New Member, etc. -- See 
Gateway GTO Association Participation Points System 01/06 Rev.) 

Submit ONE completed form for each month within 30 days of month end to: 

Mark Melrose 
151 Plant Ave. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119-3046 
Phone: 314-968-3106 
FAX: 314-968-5391 
Email: mjmelrose@aol.com

Use Reverse Side If Additional Space is Required



Tribal News

REVENGE IS SWEET AT LPE 

 “A vehicle that will go down in American automotive history as an iconic legend, just like the man 
behind the name,” says Lingenfelter Performance Engineering (LPE) regarding its John Lingenfelter Signature 
Series ‘06 GTO. That’s a pretty tall order for this joint venture between LPE and Revenge Designs. Of course, 
the car will be festooned with badges, nameplates, and numbered plaques and will come with a certificate of 
authenticity to ensure instant collectibility. But what will make it great? Let’s get to the performance goodies. 

 Under the hood will be an intercooled Magnacharged LS2 exhausted by a Coma system and pumping 
out 530 hp and 500 lb-ft of torque thanks to fuel-system upgrades and programming to match the mechanical 
mods. A dyno sheet verifying the power will be provided with each car. Stick-shift models will be upgraded 
with a Sport shifter, and boost and oil-pressure gauges are available as an option. Hand-stitched LPE logos will 
adorn the leather seats, and a numbered plate will be attached to the dash. 

 Behind a set of 20x8.5-inch alloy rims shod with 245/35ZR20 tires will be 13.5-inch gas-slotted front 
rotors and 12.4 gas-slotted rears with Lingenfelter embossed, red 
four-piston calipers. 

 The exterior will feature a wide-body kit with an aggressive nose containing driving lights and a large 
air intake with hexagonal grille inserts. Fender flares will adorn the sides, as will vented rocker sills for a low, 
wide stance. Out back will be a redesigned lower fascia with center-exit ‘Big Bore” dual-exhaust tips. A nicely 
integrated rear wing will be employed, as will a carbon-fiber, numbered plate insert. Added security comes 
from a three-year/36,000-mile warranty to cover the body upgrades. 

 As of press time, the John Lingenfelter Signature Series GTO is expected to be offered through 
participating Pontiac dealers, and the total package price had not been determined. The first customer vehicle is 
on target to be completed as you read this. For more information on the John Lingenfelter Signature Series 
GTO, contact Lingenfelter Performance Engineering Inc., 1557 Winchester Rd., Decatur, IN 46733;
(260)724-2552.

COMPILED BY THOMAS A. DeMAURO 
10 DECEMBER 2006 www.highperformancepontiac.com 



Tech Q&A: Vintage Pontiac
TRI-POWER SWAP WOES

I have a ‘66 GTO that I recently built with a ‘69 428 engine, and I put the 3x2 intake on using ‘69 intake 
gaskets. The choke takes forever to come off because the gasket covered up the port for heat. Using the ‘69 timing-chain 
cover did away with the water bypass that connected to the front of the intake. I’ve installed a Be Cool aluminum 
radiator and electric fans. The mechanical water-temp sending unit is in the front of the intake, and the one for the fans 
is in the head behind the intake on the driver side. Be Cool says its sending unit turns on the fans at 195 degrees, but my 
water-temp gauge says 210. I’m using a 180-degree thermostat. Does this mean the thermostat in going to stay open all 
the time? 
 Continuous circulation of water eventually causes the engine to run hot in the summer months. The ‘69 accepts 
the 11-bolt water pump and the short hub to align with the alt and power-steering pulleys. Does anyone make a timing-
chain cover to use this pump and pulley with the bypass hookup to the intake? If so, should I change that and put ‘66 
gaskets on the intake and install a 195-degree thermostat? I don’t want to mess up the aluminum heads. I hope I haven’t 
totally confused you, thanks for your time. I read the tech articles in HPP all the time; it’s very helpful. 
 Oh! I said the bypass port on the 3x2 intake was not hooked up. It’s actually the inlet that has the metal plate 
and two bolts on the front to the right of the water pump. I have no clue what that connection was for and wanted to 
clear up that part. 
James Powers 
Via Internet 

Paul Spoils responds. 
You didn‘t totally confuse me, just mostly confused me. First, the ‘65- ‘71 Pontiac V-8 intakes gaskets are the 

same for two-barrel, four- barrel (except R/A-JV and 455 H. 0), and Tri-Power. You state the exhaust crossover was 
blocked, so I assume you have 
Mr. Gasket, Fel -Pro Performance, or another brand of intake gasket other than stock. You are correct. If you block the 
crossover, the choke won’t work like stock. 

When modifying any engine or making a change, you need to account for that change. The solution is to either 
change to stock intake gaskets or adjust the choke rod (on a ‘66; the choke dial on ‘65 or earlier) to allow less choke. 
Colder start-ups will take longer. For customers with a modified-performance street car that doesn’t have a choke, I 
usually suggest firing the engine, bringing it right up to 2,000 rpm (like a break-in procedure), and holding it there for a 
few minutes with some variance from 1,500-3,000 to build up heat. 

You also mentioned aluminum heads but didn’t mention which heads. There are several out there, with and 
without heat crossovers, so I’m still confused on that one. 

The ‘69 timing cover and the earlier covers (‘64- ‘67) have the same bypass connection to the intake. The metal 
plate you mention in the front of the crossover on the Tri-Power intake is a block-off plate. Some intakes had a 
temperature-controlled vacuum switch for vacuum linkage that installed where your plate is; it has nothing to do with 
cooling. Your heat issue may not even be an issue. Running 210 degrees is fine, but if it creeps higher in the summer 
months, you may have other issues not related to your cooling system. 
 Do a vacuum test. Depending on the cam, a higher vacuum signal (in inches) that has a steady needle is 
desirable. Lean conditions at idle or off idle will cause your engine to run hot. A bouncing needle may indicate a 
vacuum leak or the need for a valve adjustment. Also check your total timing. Late timing will cause an engine to run 
hot. Your total timing with everything hooked up should be around 35 degrees all in by 3,000 rpm as a general rule. If 
the car detonates at this setting, you most likely don’t have the proper octane. Lowering the timing to eliminate the ping 
may cause the engine to run hot. The more efficient the engine is the cooler it will run and more power it will make. 

The ‘64-‘67 GTOs (and other A-bodies) run the hottest of the Pontiacs (some big cars as well); the cooling 
systems improved in the later years. Even with aluminum radiators, I still hear of hot-running cars. The factory used 
rubber flaps or seals to help direct as much air as possible to the radiator. Make sure you have all these installed 
correctly. They are available from the resto houses. The A/C cars have more flaps, a taller radiator, and an A/C 
condenser that further restricts air to the radiator, making hot runners of larger more-performance displacements. I have 
found that a heavy-duty thermostatic clutch with a 6-or 7-blade HD fan cools the best, even better than the electric fans. 

Performance and Restoration     DECEMBER 2006 www.highperformancepontiac.com



GTO VISITORS FROM THE NORTH (AYE) 
BY: TOM OXLER

 Back in August, I received a call from a fellow GTO enthusiast named Ray Wilson from British 
Columbia, Canada.  His son was married to a friend’s daughter, Pete Collier who used to call on me at SBC 
trying to sell me some telecommunications equipment.  Ray had been discussing a possible trip in his friend’s, 
Mike Henderson, GTO down into the States and along Route 66.  Pete told Ray that he knew me and that I also 
owned a GTO and I had traveled Route 66.  Ray called me to ask some details about Route 66 and specifically 
suggestions on things to see and do along the route.  I gave him many suggestions such at the Wagon Wheel 
Motel in Cuba, Mo., the Blue Swallow Motel in Tucumcari, NM., the Wig Wam Motel in Holbrook, AZ., and 
the El Ranch Hotel in Gallup, NM.  He said they would be leaving around Sept. 5th heading across the northern 
US to Milwaukee to visit his son for several days and once they were in Milwaukee, they would call me. 
 On Sept. 9th, Mike and Ray called me from Milwaukee and said they were having a lot of rain and had 
experienced windshield wiper problems.  They hoped to find a new wiper motor and then be on their way to 
Chicago by Tuesday, the 12th.   I told them we had several activities that coming weekend that they could attend 
if they arrived in St. Louis in time.  Late Sunday evening, Mike and Ray called that they had just gotten to St. 
Charles and would I be available for a beer or two.  I met them at the Hooters in St. Charles and we had several 
beers and discussed GTOs and Route 66 for several hours. I suggested they visit the Arch while in town and if 
they had time, visit Fast Lane Classic Cars.  I suggested we meet for dinner at the old Tri-County Truck Stop on 
old Route 66 near Gray Summit on Monday at around 6:00 pm.  When I got home I emailed the Gateway GTO 
Club and the Arch POCI Club about our dinner meeting with the Canadians and emailed Will Bowers to see if 
he had a wiper switch.  Mike was still experiencing a wiper problem that he hoped the switch would eliminate. 
 On Monday afternoon, I stopped by Will Bowers’s office to pick up an assortment of wiper switches and 
then headed home to pick up Terrie and head south to the Tri-County Truck Stop.  Upon arriving, we found the 
Truck Stop permanently closed so we visited in the parking lot with Mike and Ray and looked over Mike’s red 
1965 389 tri-power 4-speed hardtop.  It takes a lot of courage to take a 40 year old vintage automobile on a 
7000 mile trek but Mike has a very well prepared GTO and he has a lot of confidence in its mechanical ability. 
Also arriving was Steve Hedrick in his red 1967, Mark Melrose in his red 1968, Earl and Barb Lewis in their 
red 1967 and Mike and Carolyn Bein in their silver 2004. We all proceeded back on old Route 66 into Pacific 
to a very nice restaurant called Sheffield’s.  We ate, drank and discussed everything from GTOs, Route 66, 
Canadian politics to the War on Terror.  It was very interesting to get another country’s perspective on US 
political issues.  We took several pictures in the parking lot and then presented our visitors from the North with 
two Gateway GTO Club shirts.
 Mike Henderson is keeping a daily log of activities, places visited and people they have met along their 
7000 mile journey.  Mike met Tom Szymczyk, the GTOAA Legend Editor, at the Goat Herd Western Regional 
event in Oregon several months ago. Tom convinced Mike to write an article about their trip and will be 
sending a copy to the Legend when they arrive back home in British Columbia in another 3500 miles or so.  We 
really enjoyed our visit and find it very interesting that Canadians can and do enjoy GTOs just as much as we 
all do in the US. 



Route 66 Festival 2006 
Six Gateway GTO club members and friends showed up at the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge along with 
over 70 other cars for the 9:00 AM crossing for the trip to Springfield Illinois. The actual crossing took 
12 minutes to traverse the 1-mile long bridge (5 miles per hour average).  Persons participating included: 
Darrell and Tootie May, Cecil and Annette Morton, Carol and Charlie Morton, Vic and Joyce Nettle, 
Don and Cheryl Knowland, Carl Tanksley and lady friend Donna (DJ) Alton.

Our little caravan stopped to regroup then proceeded to a gas station to refuel the Trans Am in the group. 
We drove to see the old Shell gas station in Mount Olive. From there we went to have lunch at the 
Ariston Cafe in Litchfield. We were about 3 hours into the trip at this point. 

We drove up the road for a potty stop after which the group spread out into three parts, Joyce and I, 2nd,
by ourselves. We followed Old 66, trying to catch up with Annette and Cecil. Somehow we ended up 
way in front of them. Annette called via cell and told us to pull over and wait. Somehow she knew we 
were ahead; seems we took 2 divergent paths. We waited at a Shell station in Carlinville at highway 108 
where we joined and proceeded to an antique (junque?) store. Purchases were made of an illegal fire 
extinguisher and other items.  

The rest of the trip to the Hilton Hotel in Springfield was uneventful except that traffic separated us 
again. Arrival was at 3:35 PM for a net travel speed of 15 miles per hour. 

So by extrapolation next years trip to California by Route 66 might take 2147 miles/15 miles per hour = 
143 driving hours. At 10 hours per day that is 2 weeks. Pretty good really. 

The group of 12 went to Saputo’s for Italian dinner. I had an appetizer consisting of an ice cream, 
followed by my entree. 
                                      

Vic’s appetizer 

Afterwards we invaded Cecil and Annette’s room on the 15th floor to socialize until tiredness set in.  

The weather was threatening, but the temperature was mild and most of downtown Springfield was full 
of cars on Saturday. One very nice 66 Tempest with a 400 engine was for sale. I did not ask the price 
because I might have been tempted to buy it. Also Warren Schaffer’s 2005 Impulse Blue GTO was seem 
at the show. 

A few of us departed early while the rest went to hear the street music. A good time was had by all. 

Vic Nettle 

PS  It took us 1 hour and 32 minutes to drive home using I-55.



GTO picnic at Vago Park 9 24 2006
The day started in a dreary fashion as the two perennial cooks (Steve and Chris) set to work early in the 
morning preparing chicken, pork steaks, bratwurst, hotdogs, and hamburgers and more. So when most of the 
rest of us arrived with side dishes and deserts around noonish there was food galore for everyone. 

Turnout was 45 and the temperature was about 65 with a wind chill factor of about 42 degrees (engineering 
guestimate). Many divergent conversation topics engrossed groups of between 3 to 10 persons as the day 
progressed. At one point there was a table of 6 men talking and a table of 6 women talking about something else 
in addition to a coeducational group of about 8 of us discussing videos, the merits of driving/not driving too 
fast, employment scenarios, gear ratios, whether to turbocharge and whether to use single or dual turbos, why 
auto trans cars even with lock up torque convertors get 5 mpg less than manual trans cars, etc. (deep subjects 
all).

As usual there was a surplus of deserts. I did my part by starting with a plate sampling all of the brownies and 
chocolate chip cookies (it was a full plate). Later I tried the lemon custard angel food cake (wishful thinking 
under the premise that “you are what you eat”). 

Eventually people made their way home and most everybody had called it a day by 6 PM. I can assert that our 
President Steve was obeying the speed limit (almost) on the way home, at least when we saw him.  

Tomorrow must bring a diet. Or maybe after the rest of the lemon custard angel food cake is gone (somebody 
put some into out box which came home). It is hard work eating all that desert, but it is a sin to waste food, 
right?

Members present: Tony Bezzole, Bob and Chris Blattel, Donna and Will Bowers, Debbie and LeRoy Brune, Bill Craft, 
Kerry Friedman, Steve Hedrick, Marty Howard and Nancy Cottner, John Lally, Tootie and Darrell May, Beverly and Joe 
Mayweather, Saundra and Mark Melrose, Annette and Cecil Morton, Carol and Charlie Morton, Joyce and Vic Nettle, 
Mark Obukowitz, Brian and Amy O'Sullivan, Terrie and Tom Oxler, Sherri, Warren, Kasey, and Justin Schaffer, Gail, Jenn, 
and Terry Schott, Chris Simmons, Vickie and Buzz Simpson, Sue and Tony Tosto, and Chris, Paula, and Chuck Winslow. 



Warrenton outlet Center car show 9/30/2006
A lovely September day brought a large number of cars out to the Warrenton car show.

Gateway GTO members included: Mark Melrose, Don Bright and Gina Wanick, Carl 
Fisher, Buzz and Vickie Simpson, John and Linda Kehrein, Ray Brunkhorst, and Vic and 
Joyce Nettle. The GTO class was won by: Don Bright and Gina Wanick (1st), John
and Linda Kehrein (2nd), and Ray Brunkhorst (3rd).

Annual Bill Chapman Cancer Fund raiser Car Show 
10/01/2006

The annual Bill Chapman memorial car show which raises money for the American 
Cancer Society was held at the South County Hooters Restaurant on Sunday October 1st.
Cars were arriving fast by 9 AM. Awards were given at 3: 30. It was a beautiful sunny 
warm day and the cars ran the full gamut from T-bucket Fords, muscle cars, street rods, 
custom motorcycles, and custom bicycles, through big H2 Hummers 

There were 138 entrants. The Gateway GTO club won all stock classes from 1961 
through 2007. Steve Hedrick won the 1961 through 1970 class, Don bright won the 1971 
through 1980 class, and Chris Winslow won the 1981 through 2007 class.  

Chris and Paula won a silent auction for a Pontiac shirt and sunglasses. Vic and Joyce 
won the silent auction for a John Deere wagon with pneumatic tires (I always wanted one 
of those when I was a kid).

The Nettle 1978 Phoenix was runner up in the People’s choice class with 800 votes (the 
winner had 820 votes).

Gateway GTO club members attending included: Chris and Paula Winslow, John and 
Linda Kehrein, Mark Melrose, Buzz and Vickie Simpson, Steve Hedrick, Vic and Joyce 
Nettle, Don Bright with Gina Wanick, Jamie Wanick, and Joe Marler. 

Vic Nettle 



Southern Illinois Cruise of 10/07/2006
On a perfect sunny clear sky-ed morning GTO club members met at the Quarry Road Shell near Columbia 
Illinois. Tootie and Darrell apparently arrived at the crack of dawn, then came Buzz and Vickie, Vic and 
Joyce, Brian and Amy, Mark M., and Mark O. Joyce distributed detailed maps and Mark M distributed      
2-way radios to those of us who did not have them.

At 9:30 we started the cruise route that went 7 miles south on route 3 to Hanover Road which is a fun twisty 
road. This took us to Bluff Road then to Fountain Road and to Levee Road. Levee Road is a narrow 
pavement on top of a 40-foot high (my guess as to the height) levee. It is clear that if you went off the side 
you would not get back up with out a tow truck and a long cable. It is a bit scary driving, but fun too.

At 10:15 we stopped at the Robert Melliere farm (Darrell’s cousin) meeting Robert and sons Grant and Lee. 
They showed us an “in-progress” 1969 Trans-Am and their 52’ X 192’ garage which is not big enough for 
their needs (it would suffice for mine).  We took pictures and the GTOs looked great on the white gravel 
driveway (sorry Buzz and Vickie that I cut the front end off of yours on the pic). 

Road kill consisting of raccoons and possum were frequent on Bluff Rd. Mark said that if he were a raccoon 
he wouldn’t attempt to cross Bluff Rd.

Next stop was Fort De Chartre where people were dressed in 1700’s dress attire. We had ham and beans, hot 
dogs, soda, coffee. The ladies checked out the barracks sleeping facilities (beds sleeping 10 persons side by 
side). There was a pseudo priest but he was unable to perform marriages.  At 12:30 we hit the road for Fort 
Kaskaskia where we arrived for spectacular views of the Mississippi river at 1:00. We had the parking lot 
and pavilion all to ourselves where we ate lunch (sub sandwiches, pineapple, grapes, Chips Ahoy, Pringles, 
Apples, and lots of other stuff. There was no lack of food. A group pic was taken by a fellow who was 
setting up chairs for a wedding party to take place there later in the day.

Next stop was at the Red Bud Dairy Queen. Where we all had DQ. The chocolate was better than the 
vanilla. Mark O had his dipped in chocolate and it looked good.

From here Brian and Amy split off to call it a day at about 3:00. The rest of went North on Illinois 159 to 
Floraville Rd where Buzz and Vickie continued North to Belleville. Darrell and Tootie, Vic and Joyce, and 
2 Marks went to a sausage fest in Millstadt where only Tootie, Darrell, Vic, and Joyce were tempted to eat 
the sausage (it had only been a bit over 2 hours since lunch and 1 hour since Dairy Queen.). 

Arrival at home was at 5:00. And the car was not really very dusty although the gas tank was approaching 
half empty.

Vic Nettle 



Gateway GTO Club 
2006 Events

OCTOBER:
 1st SHOW UP & SHOW OFF South County Hooters (Bill Chapman benefit) 9 - 2
 4th GTO MEETING Culpeppers St Charles 7pm 
       7th                         SOUTHERN ILL CRUISE The meeting place:  255 to route 3 south (Columbia Illinois)
                                                       Exit Quarry Road to the Shell Station    9:30 Depart
 14th JJ'S CRUISE   4 - 10 PM 
 14th EPC'S CLASSIC CAR FEST   I-70 & Cave Springs  9 - 4 
 21st LOUISIANA MO COLORFEST CAR SHOW  9-12 awards 3:30pm call 636-9161956  
 meet at Bob Evens-Mid Rivers@8:30
 22nd POCI WINE RUN
 28th PROM NIGHT 6:30 - 11:30 

NOVEMBER:
 1st GTO MEETING Culpeppers St Charles 7pm 
 4th HIDDEN LAKE WINE CRUISE  meet at Will Bower’s 10 – 10:30, 1 Goshen Woods, Edwardsville, IL  618-6590429 

DECEMBER:
 8th HOLIDAY PARTY  7pm  Hawken House 

HAPPY HOLLOWEEN 2006 



WINE RUN 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4TH, 2006 

HIDDEN LAKES WINERY 

SCHEDULE: 

10 TO10:30 MEET AT WILL AND DONNA BOWERS’ HOUSE 
1 GOSHEN WOODS 
EDWARDSVILLE, IL 62025 
618-659-0429

COMING FROM MISSOURI TAKE 270 EAST/NORTH ALL THE WAY TO RT. 159 AND 
TURN LEFT TOWARDS EDWARDSVILLE. STAY ON R159 TO THE HOME DEPOT AND 
TURN RIGHT ON GOSHEN ROAD FOR ABOUT A MILE AND A HALF. WE ARE IN 
THE FIRST SUBDIVISION ON THE RIGHT AFTER YOU PASS THE MANSION (YOU 
WILL KNOW IT WHEN YOU SEE IT).  THE SUBDIVISION IS GOSHEN WOODS 
ESTATES. THERE IS A SIGN AND A WATER FALL AT THE ENTERENCE. IF YOU GO 
TO THE  STOP  SIGN  AT  GERBER  ROAD  YOU  HAVE  GONE  TOO  FAR.  WE ARE 
THE FIRST HOUSE ON THE LEFT AFTER ENTERING THE SUBDIVISION.

IF COMING ACROSS THE RIVER ON I55 OR I70 TAKE TO I255 TO I270 AND 
FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS ABOVE. 

10:30 WE WILL DEPART FOR A 45 MINUTE DRIVE ON 2 LANE BLACK TOP TO 
LEBANON, IL. THIS IS A NICE LITTLE TOWN WITH A SMALL HISTORIC DISTRICT. 
WE WILL STAY FOR ABOUT AND HOUR AND HALF TO ALLOW TIME FOR 
VISITING THE SHOPS; AS WELL AS, LUNCH, IF YOU WISH, AT ONE OF THE 
RESTURANTS. WE RECOMMEND “DR. JAZZ”. IT IS ALSO NOTED   FOR ITS GREAT 
ICE CREAM! 

1:30 WE WILL LEAVE FOR ABOUT A HALF HOUR DRIVE TO HIDDEN LAKE WINERY 
IN AVISTON. WE ARE ATTEMTPING TO ARRANGE SPECIAL PARKING. BRING 
SOME SNACKS TO GO WITH THE WINE OR YOU MAY PURCHASE THERE. 

AVISTON  IS  LOCATED  BETWEEN  HIGHWAYS  I70  AND  I64  FOR  EASY  ACCESS 
BACK TO MISSOURI. 



Joyce Nettle 
4450 Nazareth Hills Dr 

St Louis MO 63129 

GATEWAY GTO
CHRISTMAS PARTY

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2006
7:00 – Midnight
WEBSTER GROVES BARN

1155 South Rock Hill Road
Webster Groves, MO  63119

Catered Dinner- $10 per person 
Bring your own beverages 

Send check to 
Joyce Nettle 
By Noverber 18

Remember rob your neighbor 
App $25.00 



Official Gateway GTO Officer Nomination Form
For 2006-2007

This is the official nomination form that must be filled out
and mailed to Will Bowers

Only this form will be accepted

    Present officers  Nominations

President: Steve Hedrick _________________ 

Vice Pres Mo.: Tom Oxler _________________ 

Vice Pres Il.: Cecil Morton _________________ 

Secretary: Mark Melrose  _________________ 

Treasurer: Will Bowers                 _________________ 

Chapter Rep.: Jim Kiburz _________________ 

Only one vote per member please.

Must be returned by November 1 2006 
 Mail To: 

Will Bowers 
#1 Goshen Woods 
Edwardsville, IL 62025 

PRINT THIS PAGE 



4450 NAZARETH HILLS DRIVE 
ST LOUIS MO 63129 


